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Welcome!

On behalf of the members of the Reno Composite Squadron I would like to welcome you to the finest
squadron in the Civil Air Patrol! It is our hope that your association with the Civil Air Patrol will be both
productive and positive. If you have questions at any point, please feel free to ask either myself or any
other member of the unit.

The Civil Air Patrol, commonly referred to simply as CAP, has been the Auxiliary of the United States Air
Force for over half a century, proudly serving the nation from the days of World War Two to the present.
The three basic missions of the Civil Air Patrol are Emergency Services, Aerospace Education, and the
Cadet Program. Our training and activities are all related to one or more of these central missions. As a
requirement of your initial indoctrination to the unit, you will undergo training that will explain the
missions more in-depth.

Joining any organization is always somewhat confusing at first, with new names, faces, jargon, and ways
of doing things to learn. To assist you in adjusting to CAP, the packet condenses some of the questions
most often asked by new members. As always, please feel free to ask the squadron staff or myself if you
need clarification on anything. A squadron newsletter is published quarterly and mailed to members, and
is also available on-line at the squadron web site: http://www.nvwg.cap.gov/rcs

Our meetings are the 2nd and 4 th Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. at 1980 Kleppe Lane in Sparks. Our unit relies
on its members being active participants in the activities and training being held. Not only are these events
informative and interesting, they are a vital component of effective, proficient squadrons. Whenever
possible, please participate and if possible volunteer to help develop and run these exciting programs and
activities.

Once your membership application and fees have been processed by National Headquarters, Civil Air
Patrol, you will receive a membership card with your identification and CAPID. This number will be your
primary means of identification so please memorize it for future use.

We look forward to having you as an active member of the Reno Composite Squadron. Welcome, and
thank you for donating your time, energy, and enthusiasm!

Michael McMahon, CAPT
Squadron Commander
Reno Composite Squadron

United States Air Force Auxiliary-Civil Air Patrol

Reno Composite Squadron-27054
PO Box 133 Sparks, NV 89432-0133 (775) 358-3700
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activity booklets. Teachers can get free classroom
materials and lesson plans, awards programs, and
opportunities to participate in workshops and the Fly-A-
Teacher program by joining as a CAP Aerospace
Education Member (AEM).

Cadet Programs

The Civil Air Patrol’s Cadet Programs provide our
nation’s youth an opportunity that enhances their
knowledge and leadership skills through an interest in
aviation, and simultaneously provide services to the
United States Air Force and the local community.
CAP’s cadet program allows youth 12-20 years old to
progress at their own pace through a multi-step
program that emphasizes aerospace education,
leadership training, physical fitness and character
development. Cadets may also compete for academic
scholarships to further their studies in fields such as
engineering, science, aircraft mechanics, meteorology
and many others.

Cadets who earn cadet officer status may enter the
Air Force as an E3 (airman first class). Approximately
8% of Air Force Academy appointees are former CAP
cadets. In addition, both West Point and Annapolis
admit many CAP cadets each year.

Also, cadets have the opportunity to participate in
special
activities at
the local,
state,
regional
and
national
levels.
Many will
have the
opportunity
to fly

an airplane for the first time and some may even solo
at special flight encampments or academies. Others
will enjoy traveling abroad through the International
Air Cadet Exchange Program. Still others assist at
major air shows throughout the nation.

Emergency Services
CAP flies more than 95 percent of all federal inland

search-and-rescue missions directed by the Air Force
Rescue Coordination Center. Outside the continental
United States, CAP supports the Joint Rescue
Coordination Centers in Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto
Rico. Just how effective are the CAP missions? CAP
members rescue approximately 100 people each
year!

Working under the U.S. Air Force’s Homeland
Security Directorate, Civil Air Patrol is uniquely
positioned to conduct missions in support of the
nation’s homeland security initiatives. With decades
of operational experience, CAP can provide low-cost
airborne assets, all manned by mission-ready
personnel who have the demonstrated capability to
work with federal, military, state and local agencies
across the nation.

CAP’s disaster-relief missions encompass rapid
assistance from the air and ground that is
complemented by an extensive communications
network. Volunteers work in partnership with the
American Red Cross, the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, the Federal Aviation
Administration, the National Transportation Safety
Board and the U.S. Coast Guard. CAP also flies
humanitarian missions – usually in support of the Red
Cross – to transport time-sensitive medical materials,
including blood and human tissue, when other means
of transportation are not available.

Missions performed in direct support of the U.S. Air
Force include light transport, communications support
and low-altitude route surveys. CAP also provides
orientation flights for AFROTC cadets. Joint U.S. Air
Force and CAP search-and-rescue exercises provide
realistic training for missions. In addition, in 1986 CAP
partnered with the U.S. Air Force and U.S. Customs
Service to help stem the flow of drugs into and within
the United States.




